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ABSTRACT. This paper proposes a media retrieval system based on a meta (annotation) data technology.
The system uses MAML(Multimedia Annotaion Markup Language) for the annotation data. MAML is XML
based description specification which is independent of the kind of media and formats. Hence, such media as
images, sounds and videoes can be handled simultaneously. Moreover, the text retrieval techniques proposed
in the natural language processing field are applicable, because the annotation data is based on document
structures. Our system is capable of ambiguous retrieval by natural language sentence input in addition to
the simple matching retrieval by keyword input. In a text retrieval system, the number of hits becomes huge
according to the given keyword sets. A time cost of confirmation work which checks whether each result
satisfies a demand or not is not questionable in the case of texts, but become a serious problem when it
comes to time series data. Therefore, it is important to improve the precision, and is necessary to restrict the
hypotheses as much as possible. We confirmed that accuracy is improved by the proposed retrieval method
including the case and syntactic analysis between the input text and the annotation data.
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