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ABSTRACT. The World Wide Web, which contains an enormous volume of up-to-date information, is
a promising source to obtain encyclopedic knowledge. We built a searching site, in which users can utilize
an encyclopedic corpus consisting of descriptions for 600,000 entry words. For this purpose, we propose a
method to automatically produce encyclopedic corpora from the Web. First, we analyze Web pages to extract
new words, which are used as entry words in our corpus. Second, we search the Web for pages containing new
entry words. Third, we analyze the HTML layout of retrieved pages to extract paragraph-style fragments
that potentially describe the term. Finally, we quantify the extent to which each fragment correctly describes
the term, based on several criteria, including reliability and language properties. Page fragments associated
with high scores are selected as descriptions in a resultant corpus. In addition, descriptions are organized on
the basis of domains and word senses, so that users can selectively obtain descriptions in specific domains.
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