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Combines harvest wheat on a farm in Kansas. Giant equipment has helped dramatically increase the
efficiency of farming—but at the risk of compacting deep layers of soil in a way that threatens yields.

PHOTOGRAPH BY GEORGE STEINMETZ, NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC CREATIVE

[ ENVIRONMENT |

Increasingly heavy farm equipment is
crushing fertile soils
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CropMix - Designing mixed cropping
systems and transition paths
towards sustainable ecology based
agriculture
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