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Determination of Software engineers’ productivity and
their working conditions:

with reference to those in US, China, France and Germany

Yoshifumi, Nakata ™

In this paper we analyzed the determination of the perceived productivity and two working condition variables, hourly
pay and working hour, of Japanese software engineers in comparison to those in US, China, France and Germany. We
applied what we call the four factor model for this analysis. It has been shown that this model is quite eftective not
only in Japan but also in other four countries in explaining the productivity variation. We then proposed some policy
proposals toward the higher productivity for the Japanese software engineers based on our findings.
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